
  
 

SPOTLIGHT ON CALPRO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTERS 

LAUSD PDC 

The LAUSD Professional District is experiencing an influx 
Development Center has of younger adult students, and 
flourished since its inception in CALPRO-LAUSD is responding to 
2004. It serves approximately the requests of teachers in the 
2000 ESL, ABE, and ASE field by establishing a new 
adult educators working at network on Teaching the 
the 36 Adult Education and Young Adult.   
Career Centers in the Los 
Angeles Unified School CALPRO-LAUSD is proud to 
District. serve not only LAUSD, but also 

community-based organizations 
In addition to offering a (CBOs) in the region. Educators 
multitude of CALPRO 

Facilitator Jill Gluck (left) and participants Julio 
Chow and Javier Pinales at the Multilevel ESL 

Network meeting 

from organizations such as the 
workshops, the LAUSD PDC M i d n i g h t  Miss ion,  Centro 
is proud to offer network Latino de Educacion Popular, 
meetings on a wide variety of PUENTE Learning Center, 
topics. The always vibrant Commun i t y  Enhancement  
Multilevel ESL and New ESL Teacher Networks will Services, and many other community groups participate in 
continue to meet. This year, we are expanding network CALPRO-LAUSD workshops and network meetings. 
offerings to include cutting edge topics that address the 
most pressing needs of educators in the region. The ABE For up to date information, visit the CALPRO-LAUSD 
Issues Network will focus on the hot topic of Evidence- Calendar at www.calpro-online.org or contact PDC 
based Reading Instruction (EBRI). The PDC is Manager Liz Koenig at (213) 241-3723. 
establishing a new network on Using Technology in the 
ESL Classroom. Finally, the Los Angeles Unified School Submitted by Liz Koenig 

Northern PDC 
Northern California Professional Development Center The PDC will offer 
(PDC) serves 13 counties: Butte, Del Norte, Glenn, two network meetings 
Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc, Plumas, (GED and Alternative 
Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, and Trinity. The PDC is located Funding Sources 
at the Eureka Adult School, which recently received a for Adult Education 
Programs of Excellence Award for its ESL Program.  Schools) and several 

w o r k s h o p  s  v  i  a  
On October 11-12, the PDC will host the annual mini­ w e b c a s t i n g .  
conference at the Shasta Adult School in Redding. Session 1 of Using 
Participants will be able to network with each other and Questioning Strategies 
choose from a variety of professional development to Improve Instruction 
workshops. CASAS will offer three workshops and an EL and of Understanding 
Civics Network Meeting; CDE will sponsor its Regional the Adult Learner 
Network Meeting; Sandy Steiger will host two meetings on will be offered at the 

Michelle Hutchins and 
Julia Thompson 

the topic of independent study; CALPRO will offer several O c t o b e r  m i n i -
workshops. conference; session 2 of these workshops will be offered via 

w e b c a s t i n g .  A l s o  p l a n n e d  as  webcasts  are 
Michelle Hutchins, Associate Director of Eureka Adult Organizing and Monitoring Instruction and Just-in-Time 
School, has joined the Northern CA PDC team and will Leadership, Sessions 1 and 2. For more information on 
lead a new initiative this year. The Northern CA PDC will these events, please visit the Northern CA calendar at 
start offering network meetings and workshops via www.calpro-online.org. 
webcasting. It is difficult for participants to travel to get to a 
workshop or network meeting because the region is so Please contact the Northern CA PDC Manager Julia 
vast. The webcast system will allow for an individual in Thompson at thompsonj@eurekacityschools.org, should 
Modoc County to participate in a workshop or network you have any questions. 
meeting held in Humboldt County without having to travel. 

Submitted by Julia Thompson 
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Research-
to-Practice 

Br idging the  Gap Between
Research and Classroom Practice 
for Adult Learners and Educators 

This newsletter is published 
twice a year by CALPRO. 

We welcome comments and 
submissions of noteworthy items 

related to professional development 
in adult education and literacy. 

Contact Amy Park at 
apark@air.org, 

or call 916-286-8846. 

The California Department of Education 
(CDE) and CALPRO, in partnership 
with the National Center for the Study of 
Adult Literacy and Learning (NCSALL) 
and the United States Department of 
Education, have developed new 
resources for ABE, GED, and ESL 
teachers on the topic of Evidence-
based Reading Instruction (EBRI). 

Four research digests, each one 
focusing on a major component of 
reading, help teachers and administrators 
learn the language of EBRI. Each 
digest focuses on one of the 
components of EBRI—alphabetics, 
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. 
Teachers and administrators can use 
these publications to find out the latest 
research on assessing and teaching 
the four major components of reading. 
Research digests are posted on the 
CALPRO Web site, www.calpro­
online.org, under Resources. 

Teachers can also attend workshops on 
EBRI at their local Professional 
Development Centers. The two, four-
hour workshops introduce the concept 
of EBRI and provide research findings 
and strategies in assessing and 
instructing learners in the components 
of reading. Check the training calendar 
for a schedule of these free workshops. 
Visit the CALPRO Web site and click on 
Calendar. 

Study circles, based on research from 
NCSALL and other educators, and 
facilitated by teachers or instructors, 
can provide more intensive professional 
development on EBRI. EBRI study 
circles include activities to lead 
discussions on research studies and 
how to apply research findings to 
c lassroom pract ice.  Registration 
information for October 12, 2007, study 
circle facilitator training is available on 
the Calendar of the CALPRO Web site. 

Sept. 27-28, 2007 ACSA Adult Education Training (www.acsa.org) 
Oct. 26-29, 2007 California Library Association Annual Conference 

(www.cla-net.org) 
Oct. 28-30, 2007 National Even Start Association Annual Conference 

(www.evenstart.org) 
Nov. 7-10, 2007  ProLiteracy Worldwide Annual Conference 

(www.proliteracy.org) 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2008 CAEAA Conference (www.caeaa.org) 
Mar. 30-Apr. 1, 2008     National Conference on Family Literacy 

(www.famlit.org) 

Programs of Excellence Application 
Process Suspended for 2007-2008 

Calendar of 
Upcoming Events 

The California Department of Education (CDE) announces plans to suspend 
the Programs of Excellence continuous improvement and recognition awards 
for one year. For the 2008-2009 year, the Programs of Excellence quality 
indicators will be reviewed, streamlined, and converted to an online format. 
Once the transition has been completed, adult education agencies will be able 
to access the quality indicators online, review their agency practices, and 
document their findings at any time during the year. Agencies that wish to 
submit their findings for review will be able to submit their applications online 
during fall of 2008. 

Because of the complexity of the task, no applications for Programs of 
Excellence awards will be accepted during 2007. Previous award winners 
whose re-certifications are due this year have been granted a one-year 
extension. New applications and recertification applications (those programs 
that received awards in 2005) will be accepted in fall 2008. 

Agencies that wish to use the Programs of Excellence Quality Indicators for 
continuous improvement during 2007-2008 can continue to access the 
indicators at www.calpro-online.org/adminPages/poe.asp. 

Evaluating and Interpreting Research Syntheses in Adult Learning and Literacy 
National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy 
www.ncsall.net/fileadmin/resources/research/op_research_syntheses.pdf 

Evidence-based Practice: A Workshop for Training Adult Basic Education, TANF 
and One Stop Practitioners and Program Administrators 
National Adult Education Professional Development Consortium and National Center 
for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy 
www.ncsall.net/fileadmin/resources/teach/EBP_wkshp_guide.pdf 

Problem-based Learning and Adult English Language Learners 
Center for Adult English Language Acquisition 
www.cal.org/caela/esl%5Fresources/briefs/problembased.html 

Skills for Disease Prevention and Screening 
National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy Study Circle Guide 
www.ncsall.net/?id=1188 

Workplace Education: Twenty State Perspectives 
National Commission on Adult Literacy 
www.nationalcommissiononadultliteracy.org/pandp.html 
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