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Br idging the  Gap Between
Research and Classroom Practice 
for Adult Learners and Educators 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

May 3-5, 2007 CCAE Conference (www.ccaestate.org) 

June 26-28, 2007 CASAS Summer Institute (www.casas.org) 

July 23-26, 2007 CALPRO Adult Education Leadership Institute 

September 26-28, 2007 ACSA Adult Education Meeting (www.acsa.org) 

October 26-29, 2007 California Library Association Annual Conference 
(www.cla-net.org)                               

During 2005-2006, the California 
Department of Education and 
CALPRO launched the Learning 
Communities initiative in which local 
agencies established professional 
learning communities and created 
site-based professional development 
plans. The question remains, "How 
effective is site-based professional 
development in changing teacher 
practice?" To address this question, 
CALPRO is conducting a study to 
measure the effectiveness of the 
learning communities initiative. In 
October 2006, Principal Research 
Analyst Natalia Pane of the American 
Institutes for Research (AIR) developed 
an online survey for participants to 
take about their experiences. 

At the Meeting of the Minds II 
Symposium in December 2006, Pane 
presented the summary of the online 
survey and an overview of the 
proposed study design. Several 
participating teams reported on their 
experiences during the session. 

Pane incorporated the results of this 
session into the interview protocols 
for the site directors and conducted 
interviews with coordinators. CALPRO 
will publish a report of the study 
results in June 2007. 

RESOURCE CORNER 

Adult Education Content Standards Warehouse 
Developed by American Institutes for Research for the U.S. Department of Education 
www.adultedcontentstandards.ed.gov 

Adult Literacy Research: Opportunities and Challenges 
National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy 
www.ncsall.net 

Changing the Way We Teach Math: 
A Manual for Teaching Basic Math to Adults 
National Office of Literacy and Learning, Canada 
www.nald.ca/library/learning/mathman/mathman.pdf 

How Do You Teach Content in Adult Education? 
An Annotated Bibliography 
National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy 
www.ncsall.net/?id=26#content 

Understanding Adult ESL Content Standards 
Center for Adult English Language Acquisition 
www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/briefs.html 

Wendi Maxwell, Larry Condelli, and 
Carol Hirota engage in dialogue. 

Vanessa Sheared explains 
“giving voice” to learners. 

Gary Gleckman facilitates a 
discussion on numeracy. 

Cris Smith explains the results of a brief 
experiment conducted during her session. 

This newsletter is published 
twice a year by CALPRO. 

We welcome comments and 
submissions of noteworthy items 

related to professional development 
in adult education and literacy. 

Contact Amy Park at 
apark@air.org, 

or call 916-286-8846. 

Visit the CALPRO Web site 
www.calpro-online.org 

for professional development 
materials that link research to 

practice, including publications, 
information about CALPRO 

moderated discussion lists, and links 
to other online resources. 
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